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So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
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DISAPPOINTED BUT NOT 
DEFEATED 

(Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today because the Re-
publican Party has once again chosen 
to stand against civil rights. 

Yesterday, Senator CORY BOOKER 
brought the CROWN Act to the Senate 
floor. This bill would ban hair discrimi-
nation, including the practice of dis-
criminating against people, Black peo-
ple, because of the way their hair natu-
rally grows out of their heads. Repub-
licans stopped the bill in its tracks. 

The CROWN Act should never ever 
have been a controversial bill. It sim-
ply protects our right to exist as our 
authentic selves. Apparently, that was 
just too much for today’s Republican 
Party. 

Mr. Speaker, I stand here dis-
appointed but not defeated. I will never 
stop fighting for all Americans’ right 
to exist as their authentic selves. I 
pray that my Republican colleagues set 
petty party politics aside and choose to 
stand for justice when the next oppor-
tunity arises. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL WREATHS 
ACROSS AMERICA DAY 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize a 
very special tradition taking place this 
Saturday, December 17. 

Every year, thousands of volunteers 
set out across the country and the 

world in a coordinated wreath-laying 
ceremony. This ceremony is known as 
National Wreaths Across America Day. 

In 1992, Morrill Worcester, from Har-
rington, Maine, noticed that he had an 
abundance of holiday wreaths and de-
cided to take the opportunity to honor 
our country’s veterans. After con-
tacting his Senator, arrangements 
were made for wreaths to be placed at 
Arlington in an older section of the 
cemetery. 

This tradition would quietly con-
tinue until 2005 when a photo of the 
tombstones decorated with wreaths 
and covered with snow went viral. 
From there, this quiet annual tribute 
to remember those who have made the 
ultimate sacrifice turned into a mis-
sion to remember, honor, and teach. 

Since the viral photo, Wreaths 
Across America has continued to grow. 
This Saturday, volunteers will lay 
wreaths at more than 2,500 locations in 
the United States, abroad, and at sea. 
This simple gesture is a way for all of 
us to express our appreciation during 
the holiday season. 

If you are interested in volunteering, 
please visit wreathsacrossamerica.org. 

f 

ENHANCING SAFETY FOR 
RIDESHARE PASSENGERS 

(Mr. GOTTHEIMER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Mr. Speaker, the 
House voted this week on the bipar-
tisan Sami’s Law, which I am proud to 
have co-led, to enhance safety for 
rideshare passengers. 

Sami’s Law has been named to honor 
Samantha Josephson, a senior at the 
University of South Carolina, origi-
nally from New Jersey, who was kid-
napped and brutally murdered by a 
man pretending to be her Uber driver. 

Under Sami’s Law, all rideshare serv-
ices will be required to adopt digital 
systems that allow passengers to verify 
the vehicle before they get into the 
car, make it illegal to sell ridesharing 
signs without authorization, and create 
a U.S. Department of Transportation 
council to ensure safety measures stay 
current. 

The bill also mandates State-issued 
front license plates for rideshare vehi-
cles and illuminated windshield signs 
visible day and night. It will examine 
the prevalence of assault and abuse 
perpetrated by rideshare drivers and 
passengers. 

We must ensure our residents in New 
Jersey’s Fifth District and nationwide 
are safe when using rideshare. 

I urge my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle to support commonsense 
measures like these to ensure the ter-
rible tragedy that befell Samantha Jo-
sephson never happens again. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF BRIAN 
O’HARA 

(Mr. HERN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
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